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	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

Writing an essay: from deconstructing the prompt to editing online

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams
	PROGRAM NAME

Parma City School District

	
	[Unit Title]

	NRS EFL(s)
2 – 3 
	TIME FRAME
Two 120-minute classes



	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	W.2.1, W.3.1
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	
	Conventions of Standard English
	L.2.2, L.3.2

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	W.2.6, W.2.4, w.2.5, W.3.3, W.3.4
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	Knowledge of Language
	

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	
	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center (TRC).



	
	LEARNER OUTCOME(S)

· Learners will examine a prompt to determine what is being asked of them.
· Learners will organize an essay according to the prompt.

· Learners will type their essay using Microsoft Word tools

· Learners will evaluate an essay using google docs 

· Learners will submit their final essay to their instructor as an e-mail attachment.


	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS

· Learners will deconstruct a prompt, highlighting key words and explaining what they are being asked to do.
· Learners will organize their essay using a graphic organizer

· Learners will type their essay in Microsoft Word according to the assignment outline

· Learners will engage in peer editing using google docs to track changes and make comments

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Learners are familiar with Essay format
· Learners have experience organizing essays with different types of graphic organizers



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Today you are going to learn an effective way to breakdown prompts so that you can fully understand what is being asked of you in a writing response. 
2. How many of you have looked at a writing prompt and become immediately confused? This has happened to everyone causing us to read, re-read, and still not know what we are being asked to do. Today you are going to learn some strategies to help deconstruct, or breakdown, these prompts so that you can craft the best response.

3. I’m going to show you a video, Dissecting Writing Prompts. Review main points from the video on the board as a class.

4. Have students work in partners to complete Deconstructing “Breaking Down” the Prompt. They should use highlighters to identify key words and then answer the following questions. Review these as a class. 

5. Assign students the prompt on pg. 287 in Common Core Basics: Building Essential Test Readiness Skills (Writing) Students should use the strategies to identify key words and deconstruct the prompt. Students should then use their preferred graphic organizer (select from Graphic Organizers) to prepare their ideas for writing. 

6. If students run out of time, they should complete their graphic organizer for homework.

Day Two

1. Students will begin typing their essays using Microsoft word.

2. Demonstrate for students how to use track changes so that they understand how to peer edit. 

3. Students will peer edit using track changes, make suggested corrections to their essay and then submit their final draft to the instructor as an e-mail attachment.
a. If students are not familiar with using e-mail attachments, demonstrate this for them.


	RESOURCES

Computer with Internet access
Projector, ability to project

Speakers

Chalk/white board
Literacy4DS. (n.d.). Dissecting Writing Prompts. Retrieved from https://youtu.be/dS4WyBGgXq0
Student copies of Deconstructing “Breaking Down” the Prompt (attached)

Highlighters for student use

Common core basics: Building essential test readiness skills (Writing). (2015). Columbus, OH: McGraw-Hill Education. 
Student copies of graphic organizers
Graphic Organizers [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://projectwritemsu.wikispaces.com/file/view/graphic+organizers.pdf


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Partner students according to levels or mixed levels
· Video demonstration



	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION
If additional writing prompts are needed, please visit 501 Writing Prompts.
501 Writing Prompts [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.misd.net/languageart/grammarinaction/501writingprompts.pdf

	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Deconstructing “Breaking Down” the Prompt

Before jumping into your writing, take time to really understand what the prompt is asking you to do. Ask the following questions:

· What is the purpose of the assignment?

· What information do I need to complete the task?

· Who is the audience?

· What form of writing does the prompt require?

In order to answer these questions, look for key words in the prompt.

Let’s practice some examples below:

 *Highlight key words
1. Sample GED Question Style: 

Analyze the arguments presented in the two guest columns.
In your response, develop an argument in which you explain how one position is better supported than the other. Incorporate relevant and specific evidence from both sources to support your argument. 

What are you being asked to do? 

What information do you need?

Who is the audience? 

What type of writing will it be?
2. Your generation faces many problems. Identify one of these problems that you feel is the most important, explain it, and propose some possible solutions to the problem.  (taken from http://rpdp.net/admin/images/uploads/resource_7761.pdf )
What are you being asked to do? 

What information do you need?

Who is the audience? 

What type of writing will it be?
3. Many teenagers (children) complain that adults expect too much of them. Many adults think that teenagers (children) do not help out enough at home, at school, or in society doing volunteer work. What do you think? Do adults expect too much of you? Think of some reasons to support your answer. Now, write an essay explaining whether or not you think adults expect too much of you. Try to be convincing. (taken from http://rpdp.net/admin/images/uploads/resource_7761.pdf )
What are you being asked to do? 

What information do you need?

Who is the audience? 

What type of writing will it be?
4. Currently there are 27 amendments to the Constitution. Many argue that there is a need for more to help resolve current issues in society. Construct a letter to the president suggesting a 28th amendment. Provide evidence from your prior knowledge and experience to support your suggested amendment. 
What are you being asked to do? 

What information do you need?

Who is the audience? 

What type of writing will it be?
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